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Summary 

This report presents Brå's statistics on offences reported to the police in 

2022 where hate was the underlying motive. The statistics are based on all 

reported crimes that the police classified as hate crimes and where Brå has 

also identified hate as the underlying motive in the police report. The report 

is a descriptive compilation and comprises an analysis of the police's hate 

crime classification as well as an account of the hate crime motives that Brå 

has identified, categorised according to the crime category, the type of 

crime scene, the modus operandi used in the hate crime, the victim's 

gender, the perpetrator's gender, victimisation at work and the victim's 

relationship to the perpetrator. New for this year is that all crimes in a 

report that has at least one identified hate crime motive are coded, not just 

the principal offence.1 The modus operandi used in the hate crime, the 

perpetrator's gender and victimisation at work are also new categories. In 

addition to this, the report presents statistics on the regional distribution of 

the reported offences, that is, according to the police region in which they 

were registered, and statistics on the distribution of hate crimes per 

municipality, based on where the offences took place. Finally, the 

processing decisions for the hate crimes included in the statistics for 2020 

are also presented. 

The police’s hate crimes classification  

In the police's case management system, DurTvå, the police officer 

registering the report must indicate whether the reported incident could be 

a potential hate crime. Of the police reports made in 2022, 4,788 were 

classified as hate crimes. This is a drop in the number of reports classified 

as hate crimes compared to 2020, when 6,301 police reports were classified 

as hate crimes. 

In Brå's review of the police reports classified as hate crimes in 2022, hate 

crime motives were identified in 2,695 police reports and 3,548 offences.2 

This corresponds to approximately 56 percent of the total number of police 

reports classified as hate crimes, which is an increase of 2 percentage points 

compared to 2020, when the corresponding figure was 54 percent. In 39 

percent of the reports, Brå could not identify a hate crime motive, which is a 

                                                        
1 The principal offence is the offence in a police report that carries the most severe penalty. 

2 A police report can include several offences, and several of them can be hate crime related. 
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drop of 2 percentage points compared to 2020, when the corresponding 

figure was 41 percent. In 5 percent of the reports, Brå's assessment was that 

while there was a potential hate crime motive, the police reports contained 

too little information to establish this. 

All hate crime motives 

Several reports included more than one hate crime motive, resulting in a 

total of 2,834 identified hate crime motives.3 Of these, at an overall level, 

xenophobic and racist hate crimes were most common (53 percent), 

followed by hate crimes against religious groups (16 percent) and LGBTQI-

related hate crimes (12 percent). Moreover, 19 percent of all hate crime 

motives were judged to be unspecified. In these reports, it seems that a hate 

crime has been committed, but it is not possible to deduce the specific 

motive behind the reported offence. 

Molestation4 was the most common crime category among all hate crime 

motives, accounting for 24 percent of all offences with hate crime motives. 

Agitation against an ethnic or national group and property damage (often in 

the form of graffiti) were essentially on a par at 19 percent each, followed by 

defamation (14 percent) and unlawful threats (12 percent). 

The most common crime scene in the reports was a public place (20 

percent) and in or near the victim's home (17 percent). The school 

environment was also a relatively common crime scene, with about 15 

percent of reported hate crimes occurring there. Digital environments were 

similarly common as a crime scene, at around 14 percent. 

The statistics also report the modus operandi used in the hate crime. Verbal 

or other non-physical abuse was the most common modus operandi among 

all hate crimes (33 percent). Almost equally common was for the hate crime 

to involve some sort of property damage or the spreading of messages with 

a hate crime motive (32 percent), while physical abuse or attacks were seen 

in about 16 percent of the reports. Hate crimes via digital channels, such as 

public posts and chats, accounted for 7 percent of the reports. 

The victim was a man in 37 percent of the reports and a woman in 26 

percent. In 31 percent of the reports, no crime was committed against a 

                                                        
3 The hate crime motive is based solely on the principal offence in each report, which is the offence in the 

report that carries the most severe penalty.  

4 This category also includes sexual molestation. 



 

11 

natural person. These police reports largely concerned offences such as 

property damage and agitation against an ethnic or national group. 

The perpetrator was a man in 46 percent of the police reports and a woman 

in 14 percent. However, in 36 percent of the police reports, the perpetrator's 

gender was unknown, which is common in different types of property 

damage where there are no witnesses to the incident, such as in the case of 

graffiti. 

About one tenth (12 percent) of all police reports concerned hate crimes 

against a person who was working at the time of the incident. 

Most common was for the perpetrator to be unknown to the victim or for 

the victim to know the person by name or sight only (27 percent and 9 

percent, respectively). In one tenth (10 percent) of the reports, the 

perpetrator was a neighbour of the victim. 

Xenophobic and racist hate crimes 

Among the hate crime motives identified in 2022, 17 percent were 

Afrophobic, 1 percent antiziganistic, 1 percent hate crimes against the Sami 

and 35 percent were categorised as other xenophobic and racist motives. 

The latter category included both general and unspecified xenophobic and 

racist hate crime motives, as well as hate crimes aimed at specific 

ethnicities and nationalities that were too few in number to be reported 

separately.  

Just as in 2020, the xenophobic and racist hate crimes had a varied crime 

structure. Molestation and defamation were the most common offences, 

although threats and violence were also relatively common. These hate 

crimes were most often committed in or near the victim's home or in public 

places, as well as in schools, on public transport and in digital 

environments. The victim was most often a man, most commonly subjected 

to some form of verbal or other non-physical abuse (such as being followed 

by someone). The perpetrator was often a man, in many cases unknown to 

the victim. However, it was almost as common for the perpetrator to be 

known to the victim in some way, such as a neighbour.  

Among Afrophobic hate crimes, defamation was the most common offence, 

differing from all other hate crime motives for which molestation was more 

common. The crime scene was often a public place or in the school 

environment. It was also common to be victimised in digital environments 
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or in the vicinity of one's home. Being victimised at school was more 

common in Afrophobic hate crimes than in most other motives. 

Hate crimes against religious groups 

Among hate crimes against religious groups, Islamophobic hate crimes 

were the most common (8 percent of all hate crime motives), followed by 

anti-Semitic (4 percent), other hate crimes against religious groups (3 

percent) and Christophobic hate crimes (1 percent). The anti-Semitic hate 

crimes largely comprised of agitation against an ethnic or national group, 

which is not usually aimed at a specific individual, and was most commonly 

seen in digital environments as well as in public places and schools. The 

Islamophobic hate crimes differed from the anti-Semitic hate crimes in that 

they more often involved molestation, usually committed in a public place 

or in or near the victim's home. It was also the Islamophobic hate crimes 

that had the highest proportion of women among the victims, compared to 

all other hate crime motives. 

LGBTQI-related hate crimes 

The LGBTQI-related hate crimes included homophobic hate crimes (6 

percent of all hate crimes), transphobic hate crimes (3 percent) and other 

LGBTQI-related hate crimes (3 percent). Among the LGBTQI-related hate 

crimes, the most common offence was molestation, although threats and 

violence were also seen to a slightly greater extent than among the other 

motive groups. Victimisation in digital environments was also relatively 

common, in chats, public posts and even direct messages. A large 

proportion of the victims were men and the perpetrator was most often 

unknown to the victim.  

Among the transphobic hate crimes, the vast majority of the offences were 

committed in digital environments, which explains why the most common 

modus operandi was to write something offensive in a chat, instant message 

or public post. Unlike the other motives, there were also relatively few 

transphobic hate crime police reports that did not involve a natural person 

as the victim. In other words, a large proportion of the reported transphobic 

hate crimes were aimed at specific individuals.  

The other LGBTQI-related hate crimes were largely comprised of various 

forms of property damage (often graffiti) affecting LGBTQI-related events 

and organisations, as well as damage to Pride flags. 
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Regional distribution 

Of the police reports classified as hate crimes in 2022, the greatest number 

was registered in Police Region Stockholm (26 percent), followed by Police 

Region South (24 percent) and Police Region West (16 percent). However, 

when population size is taken into account, Police Region South had the 

most reports (32 per 100,000 inhabitants), followed by Police Region 

Stockholm (28 per 100,000 inhabitants). This was followed by Police 

Regions North, East and Central, all of which registered about 23 reports 

per 100,000 inhabitants. Xenophobic and racist hate crimes comprised the 

most common motive across all police regions. The largest proportion of 

reported offences with an identified hate crime motive took place in or near 

major cities and urban centres. 

Processed hate crimes 

The processed hate crimes presented in this year's report are based on the 

police reports with identified hate crime motives that were registered in 

2020 and that Brå presented in its previous report on hate crime.5 The data 

on processing decisions were retrieved on 31 May 2023. The presentation is 

based on the decisions made regarding the offence comprising the principal 

offence in the police reports where the incident was judged to be a hate 

crime. 

Of the 3,398 principal offences registered in 2020 and processed as of 31 

May 2023, 6 percent comprised person-based clearances. For just under 

half of the offences (47 percent), the cases were closed following 

investigations, with 4 percent of them limited to preliminary investigations. 

Roughly the same proportion (46 percent) of cases were immediately 

dismissed, that is, the cases were closed without any criminal investigation, 

with 4 percent of them limited to preliminary investigations. As of 31 May 

2023, less than 1 percent of the reports were still under investigation (20 

reports). The proportion of person-based clearances was highest in Police 

Region North and Police Region Bergslagen, where 11 percent and 9 

percent, respectively, of the principal offences had resulted in person-based 

clearances by the end of the follow-up period (31 May 2023). Police Region 

South had the lowest person-based clearance rate of all police regions at 3 

percent.   

                                                        
5 See (Brå 2021a) or the English summary (Brå 2021b). 
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